
 

Getting to American Memory: 

Link to “American Memory” from the Flash bar at top right 
of Library home page; click “Go”; OR  

Click on “Digital Collections” and choose “American His-
tory & Culture” 

 
What do you want to search today?  

Type keywords into “Search all collections” at top right  

Arrive at a list of primary sources (at left) and the collec-
tions containing them (at right)  

Need ideas? Check out what happened “Today in History”  
 
List of primary sources—what do you see?  

List view: titles of items and names of collections  

Gallery view: titles and thumbnail images of items—great 
way to search photographs  

 
Remember to follow the trail of bread crumbs:  

Each page links back to American Memory and Library of 
Congress (from top toolbar) 

Select your item—now what?  

Arrive at the bibliographic page  

Click on the thumbnail image to make larger  

Find the title and other information  

Link to cross-referenced subjects for related searches  
 
Browse collections: 

Try “More browse options” at bottom left  

Select a topic and arrive at a list of collections  

Select one and arrive at collection home page, which has 
title, description, and search options  

Search by keyword or browse by subject  

Learn how to incorporate this collection’s materials into 
the classroom by clicking on “Collection Connections”  

 
Need help? 

Click the “help” button at the top of the page 

For even more searching tips, click “search help” 

For information about saving, copyright, linking, and other 
topics, click on FAQs 

TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES ACROSS TENNESSEE 

Introductory Guide to American Memory 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps
http://www.loc.gov/ammem


 

Getting to Prints & Photographs: 

Click on “Digital Collections” and choose “Prints & Photo-
graphs”; OR 

Click on “Resources for… Researchers” and choose “Prints 
& Photographs” from “Special Materials” 

 
What do you want to search today?  

Click on “Prints & Photographs Online Catalog”  
Understand that not all items in the online catalog are in the 
public domain– you will want to be more cautious with copyright 

here. Read the notice, click on the blue box, and start your 
search.  

Type keywords into “Search all records” at the top or scroll 
down to find a specific collection. Collections provide 
“Sample images.”  

Need ideas? Check out the sample images provided by the 
collection names or see “List of Images on Popular Top-
ics” (available on the Prints & Photographs home page, 

second item at top left), which serve as source sets for 
those topics. 

  
List of primary sources—what do you see?  

Brief Record view: titles of items, dates, other biblio-
graphic data   

Preview Images (purple button): titles and thumbnail im-
ages of items—great way to search photographs  

 
Select your item—now what?  

Arrive at the bibliographic page  

Click on the thumbnail image to make larger  

Find the title and other information  

Link to cross-referenced subjects for related searches  
 
Need help? 

Click “Help,” located at the bottom and top of the search 
page/ brief record/ preview images pages 

TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES ACROSS TENNESSEE 

Introductory Guide to Prints & Photographs 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/catalog.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/

