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The Civil War significantly affected the Iy
American women. A handful disguised themse}
men and joined the fight. Others served as sp
nurses. Many more took on new roles at home
their husbands, brothers, and fathers respondefi
call to arms. Thousands of enslaved women b
transition to freedom, beginning new lives ami
horrors of war. By w » e ring
of approximately 620,000 soldiers had left courfi
women in mourning.

Compared to previous generations, Ameg
women as a whole had improved their educati
ing, secured additional legal rights, and acquireg:
access to manufactured goods by-18€sid Wo
en had participated prominently in the religious
known as the Second Great Awakening that swéetwerisévo women, probably relatives]
the country. As one result of this religious fervo[between 1861 and 1865]

American women, particularly in the North, became

involved in numerous reform efforts, including temperance, the abolition of slavery, the col@nization o
former slaves, and the improvement of prisons. While this reform activity was significant, tfe majority
of American women still led daily lives that focused primarily on their families, households, [pardens,
and crops. On the eve of the Civil War, most women in the United States lived in rural aregs and reg
larly performed exhausting, physical work in and around their homes.

It is little wonder, then, that some women, like many men, leapt at the opportunity fof adven-
ture by volunteering to fight when the Civil War broke out. Approximately 250 female Civil |
diers have been documented by historians, and there were undoubtedly more. They took fart in eve
major battle; at the Battle of Shiloh in April 1862, for example, at least six women fought, i | luding
Confederate Loreta Velazquez, who had also been at Fort Donelson. Most female soldierg joined up
with a male relative or fiancé. Like male soldiers, women were motivated by a variety of fagtors. In
addition to the thirst for adventure and the desire to accompany their loved ones, women sgrved out

mained undetected as women unless they were wounded or killed.

Not all women at the battle front werlp dis
in quasmilitary work, usually for regiments in which one of their male relatives was serving.||Dispar-
aged as o0camp -wvarhidtodes,¢hese womemdid svergiteng froon £doking mgals
to helping out on hospital ships. Other women were attached to regiments more formally. [Busie King
Tayl or, a former slave who officially seffved
just a little washing in addition to tending the sick, cleaning guns, and teaching soldiers to fgad.
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A TRUE HEROINE. HT

THE WOMAN IN BATTLE Female spies and nurses a!so worked near the front I|n.
THE ADVENTURES, EXPLOITS, AND TRAVELS 0K S OoOome women SO | d | er s d | d
MADAME LORLTA JUANETA VELASQUEZHM . cgs =
Ann Pitman. Because few men expected women to be politiciz
the point that they would pass secrets, women were able to glge
ful information from the enemy. Both Confederate and Unionig

taining information about the enemy and passing it along. Wo
messages within their hoop skirts, corsets, and parasols. So
achieved fame during the war and continue tkrimswvetday,

ns initially
d difficult,

civilian organization created to care for the Union wounded.

Civil War nurses did much more than change bande
wounds, and dispense medicine. They also passed out su
letters for soldiers and read to them, cooked and served m
laundry. Barton achieved distinction when she refused to \
wounded soldiers had been brought to the rear of the battle
instead nursed them where they had fallen. Dodging bulle
battles of Antietam and Fo
of the Battlefieldd and wa
Army of the James in June
treatment of the wounded.

The battle front and the home front merged for man T/
ern women during the war, particularly in highly contested _....__ __._" L
as Tennessee and Virginia. Most women could not believe@[@ht%rton A war time photo
war had come to their doorsteps; they e_xperlenced bot_h ex B Brametween ca
and fear as they heard nearby cannon fire. Local soldiers
founded by women to provide supplies to men at the front, @l?@d 1910]
to assist where needed; women who had deffspair
opportunity to assist their cause directly. Homes and churches became hospitals, and WO en provic
food and nursed the wounded. After the Battle of Franklin in 1864, for example, Carrie M avock
cared for the wounded at her plantation house and later worked with her husband to creat a cemete
on the grounds for the Confederate dead. After the same battle, Unionist Fanny Courtneyffand her
mot her tended the Union wounded at Fr ankfjl:i 0

i no s
While major fighting usually only came to communities for a short time, occupation prees of-
ten remained. In divided states such as Tennessee, women had mixed reactions to occupgation force
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Confederate supporters made up the majority o
—__————— white women in Middle and West Tennessee, a d

- ——— ___they often let Union occupation troops know in
— uncertain terms that they were not welcome. oth-

- * — er Confederate women enjoyed conversing and
E debating with Union officers, even as they re-

,» mained true to the Confederate cause. Still othgrs

= went over to the other side and fell in love with
- Yankees. In East Tennessee, many women sufl-

s = x,,, = rule until Union troops arrived late in 1863.
[Cumberland Landing, Va. Group of For enslaved women, the coming of the

"contrabands" at Foller's h{il882 May 14] -

nized opportunity. While it certainly did not star
out as an army of liberation, the Union army nonetheless shifted the balance of power withg the
Southods slave system and served as a cat|pl yst
nessee as early as 1862. As soon as Union forces came to an area, enslaved women andjtheir famil
had difficult decisions to make. Should they escape to Union lines, or stay put to see how fhings turn
out? Many women chose fo $leee on their own, others in family groups. They took with thgm
the clothes on their backs and sometimes even managed to get away with cooking pots anfl small live

return.

Once within Union lines, former slave women faced several
challenges. While women worked for the Union army as laundresses,
seamstresses, nurses, hospital attendants, and even laborers on fortifi-
cations (such as Nashvilleds Fort Negleyff, th
employment options as men did. Nor, of course, did they have the
opportunity to enlist in the Union Army as African American men did
beginning in 1863. Women with young children, in particular, had
trouble finding work and were seen as a burden by most Union com-
manders. Women and children made up the majority of the inhabit-
ants of ocontraband camps, é which were tjpmpor
mer slaves located close to Union army camps. Some of these women
raised crops for the government on farms confiscated from Confeder-
ate refugees. Women also tended their own gardens at the camps,
raised chickens and hogs, and sold soldiers baked goods, dairy prod-
ucts, and produce.

In addition to the challenge of everyday subsisienee, Xlllength portrait of an uni-
women had to deal with such other problems as lack of warim clofhi %v
and good shelter, rampant iliness (contraband camps had e oman. seated,. and
high mortality rates due to disease), abuse from soldiers, ariglifigngangortrait of a child
tory nature of life within a war zone. To cope, many womendt@haiag on her right, both sub
each other and drew on the resilience they had learned whilg eRsiaugdcing frgbdtween
African American women also took advantage of the benefitsgfregg 1870]
dom, especially the opportunity to learn to read and write. Northern
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