
November is Native American Heritage Month. The Library of Congress and other 
organizations provide information, links, and images about the rich ancestry and tradi-
tions of Native Americans in the U.S. 

NEW TEACHER-SUBMITTED LESSON PLANS! Visit the Lesson Ideas & Units page 
on the TPS-TN Web site to find five new lesson plans from TPS-TN teachers, on top-
ics ranging from womenõs suffrage for high school students to the Iditarod for Kinder-
garteners. One of them, òThe Leadership and Impact of Booker T. Washingtonó by 
Clifton Kaiser, is this monthõs òAwesome Lesson Plan of the Monthó! 

N EWS 

òAWESOMEó SOURCE   

OF THE  MONTH : 

Teaching with Primary Sources is a program of the Library of Congress, 
and is administered in Tennessee by the Center for Historic Preservation 

at Middle Tennessee State University. 
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T EACHING WITH  PRIMARY SOURCES ACROSS T ENNESSEE 

U PCOMING  EVENTS : 

November 7 (Franklin)- 
Tennessee Science Teachers 
Association annual confer-
ence, TPS presentation in 
salon 3, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

November 11- Veterans 
Day 

November 12 
(Murfreesboro)- 
òCelebrating Abraham Lin-
coln Online Through 
Teaching with Primary 
Sourcesó Community Heri-
tage Lecture, 7 p.m. 

November 26- Thanksgiv-
ing (primary source set 
available) 

December  2-4 
(Nashville)- Tennessee Edu-
cational Technology Con-
ference, TPS-TN presenta-
tion date & time TBA 

Veterans Day falls on November 11, in honor of 
the signing of the armistice which ended World 
War I at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day 
of the eleventh month, 1918. It was known as 
Armistice Day until the end of World War II, 
when it changed to honor veterans of both 
World Wars. In 1954, it  changed to the pre-
sent form, which honors veterans of all U.S. 
wars. 

Tennessee is known as the Volunteer State be-
cause of the number of volunteers it sent to the 
War of 1812 (specifically the Creek War of 
1813). Tennessee has also been the home of 
military production, army bases, and important 
veterans, such as Andrew Jackson, Alvin York, 
and David Glasgow Farragut. 

Check out Today in History for November 11 
to learn more about Veterans Day and to find 
important World War I related sources. 

WELCOME! 

Teaching with Primary Sources across Tennessee, administered by the Center for Historic 
Preservation at Middle Tennessee State University, engages learners of all ages in using 
primary sources to explore major issues and questions in many different disciplines. 

Web site: www.mtsu.edu/tps Contact: sgraham@mtsu.edu or  (615) 898-2947 

Police officer performing a handstand on a 
motorcycle on a street in front of the 
Field Museum of Natural History, dark 
exposure [1929] 

Why is this policeman doing a handstand on a 
motorcycle? Does this remind you of anything?  

N OVEMBERõS T HEME : V ETERANS  

Welcome home. 1918 Courtesy 
of Duke University Library. 
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òIt is that way, It is that way with all Indian tribes, that the warriors, when he 
return from a campaign he is respected. And I think this should be with all 

Americans. I think we should teach our kids that way, that these people made 
sacrifices so we can be free.ó Keith Little  

These words are from an interview with Keith Little, a Navajo from New Mexico. Little 
enlisted as a teenager to fight in the Pacific Theater during World War II. As one of the Navajo 
Code Talkers, Little communicated important messages in a code, based on the Navajo lan-
guage, that the Japanese could not decipher. Go to his veteranõs profile, which is highlighted on 
the Libraryõs Native American History Month Web site and contains his complete interview 
(with transcription). 

After students have listened to excerpts (or all) of his interview, have them write a newspaper 
article commemorating Little and the Navajo Code Talkers. Use quotes from the interview, and 
imagine what other questions students could have asked Little about his experiences.  

These ideas can be adapted to meet curriculum standards for grades 5-12 English (Standard 3: 
Writing), high school Journalism, grade 5 Social Studies (Culture 1.04 and History Era 8: The 
Great Depression and World War II, 1929-1945), and high school U.S. History (Era 8). 

LESSON IDEASð N AVAJO CODE T ALKERS 

LESSON IDEASð W ORLD W AR I AND  T IMELINES 

This idea comes from the Collection Connections for The Stars and Stripes: The American Sol-
diers' Newspaper of World War I, 1918-1919 collection. 

The Special Presentation "A Closer Look at The Stars and Stripes" includes a Timeline (1914-1921) 
of important events in the "Great European War." Choose an event on the timeline that occurred 
during the months The Stars and Stripes was published (February 1918-June 1919). Look for infor-
mation about that event in issues of The Stars and Stripes that were published around the time of 
the event. Examples might be the battles at Cantigny (May 28, 1918), Chateau-Thierry (June 2, 
1918), St. Mihiel (September 12, 1918), and the Meusse-Argonne (September 26, 1918). You 
may also want to do some additional reading on these events in other sources. Then consider the 
following questions: 

How was the event covered in The Stars and Stripes? 

What was the significance of the event? 

Do you agree with the timeline's author that the event was one of the most important occurrences of the war? Why or why not? 

Timelines are selective. Innumerable events ñ both significant and mundane ñ occur at the same time as the events repre-
sented on any timeline. Using the same event you examined above, browse the issues of The Stars and Stripes around the time of 
the event. Create a timeline for a one-month period that features other events covered in the paper at that time. You may 
choose to focus on events in the war, day-to-day occurrences in the lives of soldiers, or events on the home front (in the United 
States), as covered in The Stars and Stripes. You can also look in the Veterans History Project to see if any of the World War I 
veterans fought in any of those battles. Their information may provide even more context for the events in your timeline. 

This idea can be adapted to meet state curriculum standards for U.S. History, Era 7: Emergence of Modern America (1890-
1930). 
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Important Links:  

Veterans History Project 
[Web site and primary 
source set] 

Themed Resources: 
Wars and the Home 
Front [primary sources, 
lesson plans, exhibitions, 
presentations] 

From the Home Front 
and the Front Lines 
[exhibition] 

Wise Guide October 
2009: They Also Served 

Veteransõ Stories: 
Struggles for 
Participation [primary 
source set] 

African Americans at 
War: Fighting Two 
Battles [exhibition] 

Asian Pacific Americans: 
Going for Broke 
[exhibition] 

The New Yellow Ribbon 
Tradition [essays] 

Browse by Topic: War/
Military  

The town square of St. 
Mihiel, France. [1918?] 
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