
 

Teaching with Primary Sources across Tennessee 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE SET 
AMERICAN INDIANS 

Additional Links: 
 

Rivers, Edens, Empires: Lewis & Clark and 
the Revealing of America (exhibit) 

Edward S. Curtis's The North American 
Indian 

American Indians of the Pacific Northwest  

Omaha Indian Music 

Curtis (Edward S.) Collection 

Native Americans (contains links to exhibi-
tions and presentations) 

Indian Land Cessions in the United States, 
1784-1894 

Native Americans and the Vote 

Primary Source Analysis Tool 

Cartoon Analysis Guide  
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SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS: 
 
The Library of Congress Web site is a great place for 
students to find primary sources dealing with many 
aspects of American Indian history. This primary 
source set contains a collection of sources on several 
topics involving American Indians:  
 
p. 2 Material Culture 
p. 3 Notable Individuals 
p. 4 Conflicts, Battles & Wars 
p. 5-6 Diplomacy & Policy 
p. 7 Education & Assimilation  
 
Within the source set are artifacts, photographs, car-
toons, paintings, and documents that involve various 
American Indian groups throughout the United States.  
Each page of sources can be used to discuss the specific 
topic it represents, or you can assign each student in 
the class a different source from any one of the pages. 
Have students research the historical context of the 
source at the local library or on the Internet. Students 
should be able to answer the basic questions of, who, 
what, where, when, and why about their source. If the 
source is a drawing, painting, or cartoon, then does it 
contain any historical inaccuracies? If so, what are 
they? Why is the person or event represented in this 
way?  

Historical Background 
 
For many years, history books began Americaõs 
history with Christopher Columbusõs discovery 
of America, a land that was rumored to be 
sparsely populated. Illustrations like this, helped 
perpetuate the myth that America was void of 
any kind of history before Columbusõs arrival. 
Contrary to this myth, tens of millions of Ameri-
can Indians, living in many distinct communities, 
called this land home before Columbus arrived. 
Each of these indigenous groups had their own 
unique history and culture.   
 
American Indian history is an important compo-
nent to the history of America. The relationship 
between American Indians and the United States 
government has always been complex, and one 
full of conflicts, controversy, heartbreaks, suc-
cesses, and failures. Whether examining the vari-
ous conflicts between the two or looking at vari-
ous treaties and policies, it is undeniably evident 
that the two histories are intertwined with each 
other, and one cannot be told without including 
the other.  

http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/lewis-landc.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/lewis-landc.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award98/ienhtml/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award98/ienhtml/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/pacific/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/omhhtml/omhhome.html
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/ecur/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/native-americans/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwss-ilc.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwss-ilc.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/native-americans/exhibitions.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Primary_Source_Analysis_Tool.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/activities/political-cartoon/cag.html
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/99472675/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/05000/05084v.jpg


 

Buffalo effigy pipe (Sioux) [pre-1872] 

Two Wampum belts: 1)Wolf Treaty belt, 
representing alliance of Mohawks with the 
French. The wolves symbolize the "Door 
Keepers" of the League. Mohawk belt. 2) 
Alliance belt commemorating coming of 
Tuscaroras in 1713. Onandaga Belt. 

Hand-beaded cap which belonged to Chickasaw Chief 
George Colbert in the Tennessee Valley Museum of 
Art in Tuscumbia, Alabama [2010] 

Washo baskets (The North American Indian; v.15) 

[c. 1924] 

Washakie war robe (Shoshone) [pre-1897] 
Winter Count, 1230-1907 [c. 
1907] 

Material Culture 
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http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/ree0076s.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/lewis-landc.html
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ggbain/00100/00161v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ggb2004000161/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ggb2004000161/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ggb2004000161/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ggb2004000161/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ggb2004000161/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ggb2004000161/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/highsm/08900/08972v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010640785/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010640785/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010640785/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.award/iencurt.cp15034
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/curt:@field(DOCID+@lit(cp15034))
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/images/ree0135as.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/images/ree0081.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/lewisandclark/lewis-landc.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm054.html


 

Geronimo, whom Gen. Miles named 
the "Human Tiger" [1903] 

Pocahontas [c. 1900-1912] 

Death of Tecumseh: Battle of the Thames Oct. 18: 1813 
[1846] 

Asseola, a Seminole leader / 
drawn, printed, & coloured at 
J.T. Brown's lithographic es-
tablishment. [c. 1842] 

Notable Individuals  

Hiawatha [1903] 

Will Rogers 

John Ross, a Cherokee chief 
[1843] 
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http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3g10000/3g11000/3g11400/3g11486v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/99471909/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/99471909/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/det/4a20000/4a26000/4a26000/4a26004v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/det1994022588/PP/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3b50000/3b53000/3b53000/3b53083r.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/91794824/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3g00000/3g02000/3g02300/3g02380v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/93510292/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/93510292/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/93510292/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/93510292/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.award/iauchau./ertzbowden/1
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3a20000/3a21000/3a21700/3a21749v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004672788/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3g00000/3g03000/3g03100/3g03156v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/94513504/


 

Conflicts, Battles & Wars 

Battle of Tippecanoe [c. 1889] 

Consistency [1891] 

Diagram of the Situation at the Battle of Wounded 
Knee at the time the Indians opened fire [1891] 

A bivouack in safety or Florida troops preventing a 
surprise [c. 1840] 

Incident in Cherry Valley - fate of Jane Wells 
[c.1856] 

General Custer's death struggle. The battle of 
the Little Big Horn [c. 1878] 
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http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/pga/01800/01891v.jpg

