
Teaching with Primary Sources Across Tennessee 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE SET:  
THE LEGACY OF GREECE AND ROME 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Greek and Roman civilizations had a   
fundamental impact on world history and  
culture. Greco-Roman art, architecture,   
literature, government bureaucracy, military 
structure, educational system, engineering, 
imperialism, philosophy, and religion have 
influenced the course of Western civilization 
for over 2500 years. The United States was 
founded on the principles of democracy and 
republican government that originated in   
ancient Greece and Rome around the 5th  
century B.C. 

Whereas the Greeks invented the ideas of the 
polis (city-state) and democracy, the Romans 
combined Greek, European, and Middle  
Eastern elements into a highly organized and    
efficient empire that was the melting pot of its 
day. The Romans, heavily influenced by the 
Greeks, soon overtook the lands of Greece 
and then all the Greek areas in the Middle 
East, achieving an empire whose only        
contemporary rival was China (Han dynasty). 
Enduring architecture, Christianity, and the 
Latin language are all important legacies of the 
ancient Romans. 

ADDITIONAL LINKS 
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cient World) 

The Parthenon (Nashville) 

Ancient Mediterranean Collection from the 
Brooks Museum (Memphis) 

òHistory Contained: Ancient Greek Bronze 
and Ceramic Vesselsó from the McClung Mu-
seum (Knoxville) 

Greek and Roman Art in the Ancient World 
(95 thematic essays with artifacts) from the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York) 

SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS 

You can find plenty of primary sources relating to     
ancient Greece and Rome on both the Prints and      
Photographs Online Catalog and American Memory, 
especially 20th century photographs of Greek and     
Roman buildings. (The Greeks are known for their   
columns; the Romans for their arches.) Have students 
look at these buildings and compare them to the        
architecture they see around them in Tennessee. What 
are the similarities and differences? 

A brief but entertaining overview of Roman accomplish-
ments, the YouTube clip from the movie, Monty      
Pythonõs Life of Brian can help students answer the   
question, òWhat have the Romans ever done for us?ó 
Students can see examples of these accomplishments 
among the primary sources in this set, and can search in 
the library and on the Internet for more examples. Have 
them reenact this comedic scene using primary source 
images and texts. 

You may want to discuss with your students why all the 
sources for ancient Greece and Rome are from the 18th-
21st centuries. Does this make them secondary sources 
as well? 

The arena, exterior, Nîmes, France 
[between c. 1890 and c. 1900] 

 

http://www.nashville.gov/Parthenon/
http://www.brooksmuseum.org/ancientmediterranean
http://mcclungmuseum.utk.edu/archives/vessels/index.shtml
http://mcclungmuseum.utk.edu/archives/vessels/index.shtml
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hi/te_index.asp?i=20
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsc/05100/05147v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001698489/


The Babyõs Own Aesop: Being the Fables Condensed in 
Rhyme, With Portable Murals Pictorially Pointed / By 
Walter Crane [1887] 

Open the Page turner version or download the PDF 
version (24.61 MB). 

The arena, interior, Nîmes, France [between ca. 
1890 and ca. 1900] 

The arena, interior, Nîmes, France [between ca. 
1890 and ca. 1900] 

Roman bridge over the Gard, constructed by 
Agrippa, Nîmes, France [between ca. 1890 and ca. 
1900] 

 

Pantheon - Rome [between c. 1910 and c. 1915] 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsc/05100/05148v.jpg
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsc/05100/05146v.jpg
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsc/05100/05153v.jpg
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/displayPhoto.pl?path=/service/rbc/rbc0001/2003/2003holmes17584&topImages=0047r.jpg&topLinks=0047v.jpg,0047u.tif,0047a.tif,0047.tif&displayProfile=0
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=rbc3&fileName=rbc0001_2003holmes17584page.db
http://memory.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbc0001/2003/2003holmes17584/2003holmes17584.pdf
http://memory.loc.gov/service/rbc/rbc0001/2003/2003holmes17584/2003holmes17584.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001698490/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001698488/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001698495/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001698495/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ggbain/10100/10183v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ggb2004010183/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/displayPhoto.pl?path=/service/rbc/rbc0001/2003/2003holmes17584&topImages=0047r.jpg&topLinks=0047v.jpg,0047u.tif,0047a.tif,0047.tif&displayProfile=0

