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Teaching with Primary Sources Across Tennessee 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE SET: 
National History Day 2011  

Additional Links:  
 

Library of Congress Web site 

National History Day Web site 

Tennessee History Day Web site 
 

Ideas and Links for the 2011 National His-
tory Day Theme  (From Teaching with Pri-
mary Sources Across Tennessee)  

 

Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Cul-
ture 

Background:  
 
History Day began as a local event in Cleveland 
Ohio, in 1974 where 129 students competed 
against one another. In 1980 the event went na-
tional. Today, more than 500,000 students from 
across the nation compete for prizes each year. 
Students compete in several categories, including 
a tabletop presentation, a multimedia documen-
tary, a performance, a website, or a traditional 
research paper. Students are free to choose their 
topic, find sources, and complete a project that 
relates to the  National History Day theme and 
their own personal interests.  
 
The National History Day theme this year is De-
bate and Diplomacy in History: Successes Fail-
ures & Consequences. Students will need to se-
lect topics that address either a debate and/or a 
diplomatic event in history. Their projects should 
address the successes, failures, and consequences 
of their selected topic.  
 
When selecting a topic, encourage students to 
think locally. Tennessee history contains a wealth 
of possibilities and exploring local history is a 
great way to learn about their communities.   

Theme: Debate and Diplomacy in History: 
Successes, Failures & Consequences 
 
The Library of Congress Web site is a great place for students to 
find  a wide variety of primary sources for a National History 
Day project. This primary source set contains a collection of 
sources on several possible topics from Tennessee history:  
 
p. 2-3 James K. Polk & the Annexation of Texas 
p. 4 Debating the Tennessee Valley Authority 
p. 5 Cordell Hull 
p. 6 òThe Perfect 36ó: Tennessee Debates the 19th     
 Amendment 
p. 7 Tennesseeõs òNight Ridersó and the Debate Over  
 Tobacco Prices 
p. 8 Andrew Jackson and the Treaty of Removal 
p. 9-10 Logging, Coal Mining, or Dam Building: Debating 
 Our Use of Natural Resources 
p. 11 Debating Secession: Tennessee Leaves the Union 
(p. 12-15 Bibliographic citations) 
 
Discuss with the class what students can learn from different 
types of primary sources (i.e. cartoons, photographs, letters, 
drawings, newspaper articles).  How can students use what they 
have found for a History Day Project?  

http://www.loc.gov/index.html
http://www.nhd.org/
http://www.tennesseehistory.org/historyday.htm
http://library.mtsu.edu/tps/tools/Debate_Diplomacy_Links.pdf
http://library.mtsu.edu/tps/tools/Debate_Diplomacy_Links.pdf
http://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/
http://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3b30000/3b36000/3b36100/3b36109r.jpg
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Teaching with Primary Sources Across Tennessee 
 

JAMES K. POLK & THE ANNEXATION OF TEXAS 
(1 of 2) 

No annexation of Texas. [1844] 

Matty meeting the Texas question. [1844]  Virtuous Harry, or set a thief to catch a 

thief! [1844] 

Links to additional sources: 

The Texas Question. A letter from Alexan-

der H. Everett. [The United States Democ-

ratic review. / Volume 15, Issue 75, Sep-

tember 1844]  Note: 20 pages 

The meeting in Faneuil Hall, to protest 

against the annexation of Texas. [1838] 

Webster on Texas Annexation [from newspaper] [1844] 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3a00000/3a04000/3a04600/3a04699r.jpg
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3a00000/3a05000/3a05100/3a05104r.jpg
http://memory.loc.gov/rbc/rbpe/rbpe11/rbpe119/1190260a/001dr.jpg
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+1190260a))
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2008661437/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2008661428/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2008661428/
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/ncpsbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(AGD1642-0015-51_bib))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/ncpsbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(AGD1642-0015-51_bib))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/ncpsbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(AGD1642-0015-51_bib))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/ncpsbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(AGD1642-0015-51_bib))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+0560280a))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/rbpebib:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbpe+0560280a))
http://dbs.ohiohistory.org/africanam/page1.cfm?ItemID=1988
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/aaeo:@field(DOCID+@lit(o1988))
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Mr. Clay taking a new view of the 

Texas question [1847] 

Teaching with Primary Sources Across Tennessee 
 

JAMES K. POLK & THE ANNEXATION OF TEXAS 
(2 of 2) 

Going to Texas after the election of 1844 [1844] 

The masked battery or Loco-Foco strategy [1844]  

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3g10000/3g13000/3g13000/3g13033v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005696339/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005696339/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3a00000/3a05000/3a05100/3a05102r.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2008661448/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3a10000/3a15000/3a15000/3a15078r.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2008661430/
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Teaching with Primary Sources Across Tennessee 
 

DEBATING  THE  TENNESSEE  VALLEY AUTHORITY 

Early stages of construction work at the 

TVA's Douglas Dam, Tenn. [1942] 

Construction work at the TVA's Douglas Dam, 

Tenn. [1942] 

Knoxville, Tennessee (Tennessee Valley Authority 

(TVA)). Training for war production at NYA 

(National Youth Administration) school [1942] 

Note: Search the Prints & Photographs Online Catalog for 

more images (Keyword: TVA) 

Tennessee Valley Area: pictorial map [1939] 

Additional links to sources:  
Conversation with 60 year old white female, 

White Pine, Tennessee (Transcription) [1977] 

Note: 6 pages 

Today in History: September 30  

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/fsac/1a35000/1a35200/1a35271v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa1992001139/PP/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa1992001139/PP/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/fsac/1a35000/1a35200/1a35237v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa1992001106/PP
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa1992001106/PP
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/fsa/8d05000/8d05500/8d05550r.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/owi2001006375/PP/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/owi2001006375/PP/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/owi2001006375/PP/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3962t.ct002436
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3962t.ct002436
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/afc1986022.ms6506
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.afc/afc1986022.ms6506
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/sep30.html
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CORDELL HULL 

Cordell Hull standing in a room [1924] 

Corwin Prince meets Sec. of State Hull. Washington, 
D.C., July 12. Sec. of State Cordell Hull, left; with 
Crown Prince Gustaf Adolf of Sweden, snapped as the 
left the dining room of the Carlton Hotel, where Mrs. 
Hull entertained for the royal couple, the Prince is trav-
eling incognito while in this country, 7/12/38 

President and Hull urge Congress to re-
consider action on neutrality legislation. 
Washington, D.C., July 14. A photo-
graphic copy of the message sent to the 
House and Senate this afternoon by Presi-
dent Roosevelt and State Secretary Cor-
dell Hull. The 11 page statement urged 
members of the House and Senate to re-
consider its action on the neutrality legis-
lation. Hull's 6-point program for keeping 
the U.S. out of war was reiterated, to 
which Sen. Nye remarked, 'It's the curtain 
drop. The message presented no new ar-
guments, and repetition of old arguments 
invites old answers.' Majority leader Al-
ben Barkley said the message 'is in har-
mony with our traditional policy and 
ought to receive the overwhelming ap-
proval of the country' [1939] 

Note: Search the Prints & Photographs Online 
Catalog for more images (Keyword: Cordell Hull) 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/cdn:@field(NUMBER+@band(ichicdn+n076963))
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ichicdn.n076963
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/hec/24800/24826v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/hec2009011524/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/hec2009011524/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/hec2009011524/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/hec2009011524/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/hec2009011524/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/hec2009011524/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/hec/26900/26994v.jpg

