
 

Teaching with Primary Sources across Tennessee 
 

PRIMARY SOURCE SET 
Photography 

Historical Background 
 
On August 19, 1839, Louis Jacques Mandé Daguerre an-
nounced that he had invented the photographic process, the 
daguerreotype. News of the invention of photography 
quickly spread, capturing the imagination and curiosity of 
many people all over the world.  
 
From its beginning, photography has played an important 
role in society. Photographers took their cameras to the 
battlefields, and finally brought the brutal reality of war 
directly into the homes of many who would otherwise 
never witness it. After the Civil War, òspirit photogra-
phersó offered customers a chance to see their loved ones 
again in the form of a ghost or spirit in a photograph, a tra-
dition that continues today as some people believe the cam-
era can sometimes see what the human eye cannot. Photo-
graphs have also been extensively used for documentary 
purposes and as propaganda, making a deep impact on the 
public. 
 
Photographic technology has changed over the years from 
glass plate negatives to film to digital format, but the rea-
sons why people take pictures has not changed. Photogra-
phers have always had a specific intent in mind when taking 
images. Photographs should always be looked at while 
thinking about the historical context in which they were 
taken in, rather than to be used to only supplement text.  

FROM THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS:  
 

Prints & Photographs Collection 

Popular Photographic Print Processes 

Invention & Photography (exhibit) 

Does the camera ever lie? 
 
ADDITIONAL LINKS: 
 

3-D Civil War Photos Presentation (presentation cre-
ated by the Civil War Preservation Trust & The Cen-
ter for Civil War Photography, contains a link to re-
quest a free pair of 3-D glasses to view the presenta-
tion)  

History of Photography Interactive Timeline 

(presentation created by National Geographic) 

SUGGESTIONS FOR TEACHERS: 
 
The Library of Congress offers numerous collections 
of photographs that cover all different time periods, 
places, and events. Researching the history of photog-
raphy can offer students a powerful insight into peo-
ple, thoughts, and events of the past.  
 
The source set begins in 1840 and ends in 2008. It 
focuses on the history of photography and contains 
photographs, advertisements, and cartoons that illus-
trate the technological changes of photography over 
the years and explores how photography was used for 
different purposes (i.e. documentary, òspirit photog-
raphy,ó motion studies, propaganda, and fine art).  
 
Have students choose a source from the set or one 
from the Library of Congress Web site. Have stu-
dents  research the historical context of the image by 
searching the Library of Congress Web site, the li-
brary, or the Internet. Who is the photographer or 
artist?  Why is the image important in history? Why is 
the image important in the history of photography? 
What does the image tell you about the time period 
that other sources do not?  Discuss the images as a 
class, and then put the images in chronological order.  

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004671918/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/dag/medium.html
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3g00000/3g09000/3g09200/3g09240v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/coll/589_intro.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/tr22c.html#photo
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/cwpcam/cwcam1.html
http://www.civilwar.org/photos/3d-photography-special/
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photographers/photography-timeline.html


 

La daguerreotypomanie [1840] 

[Occupational group portrait of four shoemakers, one full-
length, standing, other three seated, holding shoes and shoe 
making equipment] [between 1840 and 1860] 

Nadar / A. Humbert ; relief Marchan-
deaux. [1863?] 

Stull's patent stereoscope and self-angling cam-
era, for producing statuary and life-like pictures 
[c. 1855] 

Ft. Sanders, Knoxville, Tenn., showing saliant assaulted by 
Longstreets forces, Novr. 29th 1863 The artist's van [1855] 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/02300/02343v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002722650/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3g00000/3g03000/3g03900/3g03946v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004664280/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004664280/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004664280/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/02300/02344v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002722651/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002722651/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3c30000/3c31000/3c31100/3c31174v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002706839/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002706839/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/stereo/1s00000/1s01000/1s01300/1s01387v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005681112/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005681112/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3g00000/3g09000/3g09200/3g09240v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001697111/


 

[Watercolor business card for FBJ, by Wm. Mills 
Thompson, 1896]  

Camera thought to be owned by renowned pho-
tographer Frances Benjamin Johnston [2010] 

"Spirit" photograph, supposedly taken during a 
seance, actually a double exposure or composite 
of superimposed cut-outs, showing woman, half-
length, with head-and-shoulders portraits of men 
and women around her head [c.1901] 

Vanishing race - Navaho (The North American Indian; 
v.01) [1904] 

The zoopraxiscope--Horse galloping [c.1893] 
Also see the article,  Eadweard Muybridge: Little Girl in 
Motion, for information on Muybridgeõs motion studies 
with a camera.  

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/23900/23962v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010645747/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010645747/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/highsm/07600/07667v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010639482/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010639482/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3g00000/3g01000/3g01800/3g01845v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/91732576/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/91732576/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/91732576/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/91732576/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/91732576/
http://memory.loc.gov/award/iencurt/cp01/cp01001v.jpg
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.award/iencurt.cp01001
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.award/iencurt.cp01001
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/05900/05947v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/00650866/
http://www.loc.gov/shop/index.php?action=cCatalog.showItem&cid=65&scid=&iid=3100&PHPSESSID=6bb4a3e9f67e087a901392de1fe86e74
http://www.loc.gov/shop/index.php?action=cCatalog.showItem&cid=65&scid=&iid=3100&PHPSESSID=6bb4a3e9f67e087a901392de1fe86e74


 

Peter Rabbit Comic Strip [October 8, 1922] 

Leo, 48 inches high, 8 years old. Picks up bobbins at 15 
cents a day in Elk Cotton Mills. He said, "No, I don't 
help me sister or mother, just myself." Location: Fa-
yetteville, Tennessee.  [1910] 

Tipy Dagestana [between 1905 and 1915] [Three-quarter left rear view of glider in flight at 
Kitty Hawk, North Carolina] [1911]  

Make That Summer Trip With A Kodak [1911] 

German Camera for Aircraft 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030214/1922-10-08/ed-1/seq-99/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030214/1922-10-08/ed-1/seq-99/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/nclc/01800/01892v.jpg

