
  

TEACHING WITH PRIMARY SOURCES ACROSS TENNESSEE 
 

CIVIL WAR LINKS 

Unidentified soldier in Union officer's uniform at Point Lookout, 
Tennessee, sitting with cavalry saber in hand and slouch hat rest-
ing beside him on a rock [1863?] 

 This tool is intended to gather and organize the numerous resources of Civil War primary 
sources and materials available at the Library of Congress Web site. 

 Each link includes a brief description to help the interested educator, student, or lifelong 
learner browse in an efficient and useful way. 

 For a shorter version of this tool, take a look at the “Top Ten” list of what TPS-TN consid-
ers the ten most useful links from these pages. 

REFERENCE LISTS, LINKS,  
AND BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

Browse by Topic: Civil War and Reconstruc-
tion 
Good, thorough selection of online collections, exhibi-
tions, and presentations according to topic 

Web Guide: Primary Documents in American 
History: Civil War and Reconstruction, 1860-
1877 
Selection of ten documents from the highlighted era with 
links and bibliography  

US Civil War: Selected Resources 
Selected resources from the Bibliographies & Guides sec-
tion for researchers and teachers; directs to online pri-
mary sources and presentations as well as outside links  

National Union Catalog of Manuscript Col-
lections: NUCMC and the Documentary Heri-
tage of the Civil War, Part I (2011): “A South-
ern Confederacy Will Be Formed!” 
Links to selected primary sources (according to a different 
topic per year) from a number of institutions with infor-
mation on further holdings; meant to highlight program 
cataloging of the last quarter century, along with related 
visual content, in observance of the sesquicentennial of the 
Civil War 
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http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/ppmsca/26900/26987v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010648878/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010648878/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010648878/
http://www.loc.gov/topics/content.php?subcat=8
http://www.loc.gov/topics/content.php?subcat=8
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/CivilWarRecon.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/CivilWarRecon.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/CivilWarRecon.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/uscw_rec_links/civilwarlinks.html
http://www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc/civilwar/
http://www.loc.gov/coll/nucmc/civilwar/
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EDUCATOR RESOURCES  

From the Teaching with Primary Sources Across Tennessee Web site: 

Civil War resources Web page 
One-stop shop for all the Civil War-related primary sources, lesson plans & activities, newsletters, and other re-
sources produced by TPS-TN; some of the highlights include the following resources:  

Civil War Communications: The Role of the Telegraph on the Battlefield 
Teacher-created lesson plan for 6th-8th grade Technology, including worksheets and Morse Code activity 

Debunking Civil War Photographs: “The Case of the Moved Body” 
Lesson plan for high school English, Visual Arts, and U.S. History, including accompanying PowerPoint 

Emancipation During and After the Civil War 
4-page essay on emancipation, written by a Civil War historian, including images, links, and bibliography 

From the Library of Congress Web site: 

Teachers Page: Themed Resources: Civil War 
One of the best places to start in any search; contains primary source sets, lesson plans, and other materials organ-
ized for teachers about the Civil War (see above) 

American Memory Timeline: Civil War and Reconstruction, 1861-1877 
Narrative overview of different aspects of the war, with a brief selection of documents to illustrate each aspect  

Primary Source Investigation: Civil War 
Mini primary source sets from the Song of America Project on the Confederacy, the Union, Walt Whitman, and 
Harriet Beecher Stowe  
 

From the Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area Web site: 

Activity worksheets from the Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area 
Choose from several ready-to-print classroom activities on the Civil War available on the Tennessee Civil War Na-
tional Heritage Area Web site  

http://library.mtsu.edu/tps
http://library.mtsu.edu/tps/civilwar.php
http://library.mtsu.edu/tps/civilwar.php#Lessons
http://library.mtsu.edu/tps/lessonplans&ideas/Lesson_Plan--The_Case_of_the_Moved_Body.pdf
http://library.mtsu.edu/tps/lessonplans&ideas/The_Case_of_the_Moved_Body.ppt
http://library.mtsu.edu/tps/civilwar/Emancipation_During_and_After_the_Civil_War.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/civil-war/
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/civil-war/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/civilwar/civilwar.html
http://www.loc.gov/creativity/hampson/workshop/civilwar.html
http://www.tncivilwar.org
http://www.tncivilwar.org/research_resources/heritage_ed
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COLLECTIONS OF PHOTOGRAPHS, MAPS, AND 
MUSIC:  

Liljenquist Family Collection of Civil War Photo-
graphs 
More than 700 ambrotype and tintype photographs de-
picting named and unnamed Union (including US Col-
ored Troops) and Confederate soldiers during the Civil 
War 

Civil War Faces: Liljenquist Collection on Flickr 

Also view in slideshow [Prints and Photographs 
Reading Room] 

The Last Full Measure: Civil War Photographs 
from the Liljenquist Family Collection: exhibition 
on MyLOC with feature essays and e-postcard op-
tion for each image 

Civil War Glass Negatives and Related Prints 
Incredible collection of over 7000 images of various 
scenes and people taken during the Civil War; from the 
Prints & Photographs Online Catalog  

Civil War Negatives: Arrangement and Online 
Access: search tips for the collection  

“About this collection”: scroll down for links to 
other Civil War collections in Prints and Photo-
graphs 

“Related Resources”: detailed list which includes 
links both inside the Library and to institutions out-
side the Library as well 

Selected Civil War Photographs 
Photos of soldiers, battlefields, artillery, fortifications, 
etc. from Mathew Brady, Alexander Gardner, et al.; 
American Memory selection of about 1118 images 
taken from the Prints & Photographs Collection above  

“Does the camera ever lie?”: great little presenta-
tion highlighting the subjective nature of photogra-
phy and the role of the photographer in crafting a 
narrative  

“Timeline of The Civil War, 1861-1865”: year-by-
year timeline with links to pertinent images [1861] 
[1862] [1863] [1864] [1865] 

Brady-Handy Collection 
Civil War photographs from the studio of Mathew 
Brady and Levin Handy; mostly portraits  

Photographs of African Americans During the 
Civil War: A List of Images in the Civil War Pho-
tograph Collection 
Selected images of African Americans during the Civil 
War (especially in Virginia), organized into six catego-
ries ranging from soldiers to contrabands to naval scenes 

African-American Sheet Music, 1850-1920: Selected 
from the collections of Brown University 
Music portraying African American experience from 
minstrel songs, to emancipation songs, to early twenti-
eth-century popular music  

Band Music from the Civil War Era 
Sheet music and compositions from Civil War era, with 
19 (modern) recordings; 4 special presentations with 
good supporting info  

Civil War Sheet Music Collection 
2500 pieces of sheet music, available through the Per-
forming Arts Encyclopedia, that illustrate views from 
both sides of the Civil War; easy printing and viewing 
options  

“Learn More About It”: bibliography of links to 
Civil War collections already listed here, but also 
with links to Today in History; items on Abraham 
Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, and Ulysses Grant; and 
sheet music collections  

Civil War Maps 
Thousands of printed and hand-drawn maps made dur-
ing the war; mostly Union; many of various Tennessee 
towns, regions, and topographical features 

“History of Mapping the Civil War”: detailed essay 
with several chapters; full of contextual informa-
tion  

The Hotchkiss Map Collection: Confederate Army 
Maps 
Maps made by Jedediah Hotchkiss for the Confederate 
Army during the war; mainly depicting the Shenandoah 
Valley in Virginia; none depicting Tennessee locations 

Adieu!! to the star spangled banner for ever [sheet music] 
[1861; detail] 

 

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/lilj/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/lilj/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress/sets/72157625520211184/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/slidelilj/
http://myloc.gov/exhibitions/civilwarphotographs/pages/default.aspx
http://myloc.gov/exhibitions/civilwarphotographs/pages/default.aspx
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/cwp/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/cwp/access.html
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/cwp/access.html
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/cwp/about.html
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/cwp/related.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/cwpcam/cwcam1.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/tl1861.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/tl1862.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/tl1863.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/tl1864.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/tl1865.html
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/brhc/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/081_cwaf.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/081_cwaf.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/081_cwaf.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/sheetmusic/brown/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/sheetmusic/brown/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwmhtml/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/html/civilwar/civilwar-home.html
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/html/civilwar/civilwar-learnmore.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/civil_war_maps/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/civil_war_maps/cwmintro.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/maps/hotchkiss/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/maps/hotchkiss/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200001850/enlarge.html?page=1&section=&size=1024&from=pageturner
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/diglib/ihas/loc.natlib.ihas.200001850/default.html
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OTHER PRIMARY SOURCE COLLECTIONS 

African American Odyssey 
Special exhibition, listed as an American Memory col-
lection (but not searchable in the same way); contains 
narrative and images from different eras of U.S. history  

See Civil War section & Reconstruction section 

The Abraham Lincoln Papers at the Library of Con-
gress 
Over 20,000 letters, telegrams, and other documents 
written by and to President Lincoln, including the 
Emancipation Proclamation 

The Alfred Whital Stern Collection of Lincolniana 
Letters, sheet music, cartoons, maps, objects, and 
ephemera about Lincoln, the Civil War/
Reconstruction, slavery, etc.  

Born in Slavery: Slave Narratives from the Federal 
Writers' Project, 1936-1938 
2300 typewritten interviews of former slaves taken in 
the 1930s, with memories of the Civil War and emanci-
pation; several from TN  

A Civil War Soldier in the Wild Cat Regiment: Se-
lections from the Tilton C. Reynolds Collection 
Letters, etc., from a Pennsylvania solder; provides in-
sight into soldiers’ daily lives and the Eastern Theater of 
the war  

Civil War Treasures from the New-York Historical 
Society 
Photographs, posters, pictorial envelopes, and more, 
from New York collections but covering a range of 
states  

The Frederick Douglass Papers at the Library of 
Congress 
Covering the years 1841-1964, focusing on abolition, 
civil rights, and other topics  

Poet at Work: Recovered Notebooks from the Tho-
mas Biggs Harned Walt Whitman Collection 
Features 4 notebooks by Whitman, from the 1850s and 
60s, containing poetry and prose, as well as some of the 
poet’s battlefield accounts  

Voices from the Days of Slavery: Former Slaves Tell 
Their Stories 
Audio recordings of former slaves made in the 1930s-
70s, including memories of plantation life and the Civil 
War  

Washington during the Civil War: The Diary of 
Horatio Nelson Taft, 1861-1865 
Insights into Washington, D.C. and the Lincoln family 
during the war  

Words & Deeds in American History: Selected 
Documents Celebrating the Manuscript Division’s 
First 100 Years 
Selected documents on various topics with the stories 
behind them; searchable collection, though biblio-
graphic pages are presented differently 

See especially the Civil War section 

US Civil War Regimental Histories in the Li-
brary of Congress 
Under Confederate/TN/infantry/1st, you can find 
electronic copies through Internet Archive of Sam Wat-
kins  

American Treasures of the Library of Congress: 
Memory Gallery B 
Multi-part exhibition telling the story of slavery, seces-
sion, the Civil War, Lincoln’s assassination, etc. 
through images 

A Civil War Sketch Artist: brief exhibit about Al-
fred Waud and his sketches of Civil War engage-
ments (largely in Virginia) 

Images of African-American Slavery and Free-
dom from the Collections of the Library of Con-
gress 
Two pages of images illustrating slavery in the U.S., 
largely from the years leading up to the Civil War  

At a meeting held in the Representatives Hall of the Capitol 
of Tennessee. [1864] 

 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aointro.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart4.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart5.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/alhtml/malhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/alhtml/malhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/stern-lincoln/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/tcreynolds/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/tcreynolds/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpcoop/nhihtml/cwnyhshome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpcoop/nhihtml/cwnyhshome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/doughtml/doughome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/doughtml/doughome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/whitman/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/whitman/index.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/voices/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/voices/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/tafthtml/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/tafthtml/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/mcchtml/corhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/mcchtml/corhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/mcchtml/corhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/mcchtml/milbib.html#C
http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/uscivilwar/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/main/uscivilwar/
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/tr11b.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/tr11b.html
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trm041.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/082_slave.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/082_slave.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/082_slave.html
http://memory.loc.gov/service/rbc/lprbscsm/scsm1002/001r.jpg
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/scsmbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(scsm001002))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/scsmbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(scsm001002))
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SEARCH SUGGESTIONS 

Try searching for “Civil War” in the following 
collections:  

African American Perspectives: Pamphlets from 
the Daniel A. P. Murray Collection, 1818-1907  

America Singing: Nineteenth-Century Song 
Sheets 

American Life Histories: Manuscripts from the 
Federal Writers’ Project, 1936-1940  

An American Time Capsule: Three Centuries of 
Broadsides and Other Printed Ephemera  

America’s First Look into the Camera: Da-
guerreotype Portraits and Views, 1839-1864  

Built in America: Historic American Buildings 
Survey/Historic American Engineering Re-
cord/Historic American Landscapes Survey, 
1933-Present  

Drawings (Documentary) 

First-Person Narratives of the American South, 
1860-1920  

Historic American Sheet Music, 1850-1920: se-
lected from the collections of Duke University  

Map Collections  

The Nineteenth Century in Print: Books  

Pioneering the Upper Midwest: Books from 
Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, ca. 1820-
1910  

Stereograph Cards  

Taking the Long View: Panoramic Photo-
graphs, 1851-1991  

Touring Turn-of-the-Century America: Photo-
graphs from the Detroit Publishing Company, 
1880-1920  

Today in History 

& SECONDARY SOURCES 

Information Bulletin: The Pendulum Swings: A 
Civil War Expert Discusses Civil Rights 
Summary of 1995 Eric Foner lecture about civil rights 
during the Civil War 

Information Bulletin: Combat Leadership in the 
Civil War: Author Thomas Buell Speaks at Li-
brary 
Summary of 1997 Thomas Buell lecture about Civil 
War generals, including George Thomas (the “Rock of 
Chickamauga” and commander of Union forces in Ten-
nessee) 

Information Bulletin: The Civil War and Ameri-
can Memory: Examining the Many Facets of the 
Conflict 
Summary of symposium held in 2002 at the Library of 
Congress, featuring many prominent Civil War scholars 

Knoxville from Fort Stanley [1864] 

African American soldiers mustered out at Little Rock, Ar-
kansas [1866; detail] 

 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aap/aaphome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aap/aaphome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amsshtml/amsshome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amsshtml/amsshome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/wpahome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/wpahome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/rbpehtml/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/rbpehtml/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/daghtml/daghome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/daghtml/daghome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/habs_haer/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/drwg/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ncuhtml/fpnashome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ncuhtml/fpnashome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ncdhtml/hasmhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award97/ncdhtml/hasmhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/gmdhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpcoop/moahtml/mnchome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/umhtml/umhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/umhtml/umhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/umhtml/umhome.html
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/stereo
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/panoramic_photo/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/panoramic_photo/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/touring/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/touring/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/touring/
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/archive.html
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/9503/foner.html
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/9503/foner.html
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/970324/buell.html
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/970324/buell.html
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/970324/buell.html
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/0212/civilwar.html
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/0212/civilwar.html
http://www.loc.gov/loc/lcib/0212/civilwar.html
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/pan/6a00000/6a00000/6a00066r.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2007662881/
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/service/pnp/cph/3g00000/3g02000/3g02000/3g02042v.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004660198/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2004660198/

